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The Ben-Zvi Institute for the Study of Jewish Communities in the East
and the Misgav Yerushalayim Center for the Study of Sephardic and Oriental Jewry

at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Call for Papers for a workshop

The Book and the Library among the Jews of Islamic Lands
The Ben-Zyvi Institute

Jerusalem, September 14-15, 2025

We invite researchers to submit proposals for presentations at a workshop which will
focus on the topic of the book and the library in Jewish communities in Islamic lands
and in their diasporas. The workshop will address manuscripts and printed works
from the Middle Ages until the modern era. The workshop will address these topics
among Jewish communities throughout the Islamicate world, Asia, Ethiopia, and

Sephardic diasporas all over the world.

The workshop will address issues related to books that were authored, copied, read,
printed and proliferated among Jews in these communities, examining cultural, social,
economic and technological aspects of the history of the book. Topics include books
as objects; broadsheets; the distribution and preservation of texts in manuscript and in
print, and the ramifications of the use of print technology; authors, publishers, and
printers; literacy and readership, and the influence of books on shaping cultural and
political identities; books and libraries during crisis and migration periods, including
the immigration of Jews from these lands in the 20" century. A special discussion will
be dedicated to libraries owned by individuals, institutions, and communities, with an
emphasis on inventories, content, the intellectual and symbolic significance of

collections, and the dismantling of book collections.

The workshop will be open exclusively to scholars whose proposals have been
accepted, with the aim of enabling in-depth discussions. Each scholar will be required

to submit a source or text central to their presentation in advance. We intend to
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publish the workshop's proceedings as articles either in a dedicated publication or as a

special issue in an academic journal.

We invite submissions for presentations or panels in Hebrew or English. Proposals

must be submitted by June 15, 2025 here.

Academic Committee Members:
Prof. Miriam Frenkel, Prof. Yaron Ben-Naeh, Prof. Avriel Bar-Levav, Dr. Yaacov Z.

Meir, Dr. David Gued;

For further information, please contact Dr. David Gued;j at:

david.guedj@mail.huji.ac.il
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